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Reading from early age is fundamental preparation to a student's later progress through the formal
education process. Yet little aftention has been given to ensuring that all children become successful
readers, including those who join school from homes with no reading materials and a mother tongue
different to the language of instructionin school.

The Aga Khan Foundation is undertaking work within the formal education system which specifically
addresses the teaching of reading, and works with families and communities to ensure that children have
more access to books and enjoyable reading opportunities. There is increasing awareness among
programme developers that what happens within the home is by far the most significant influence for
young children. Families are the primary agents in ensuring young children's wellbeing and working with
families is now understood as crucial to the success of early childhood development and education efforts.
Research has demonstrated the many benefits of parents reading with their children from an early age.
Beingreadtois one of the strongest predictors of academic success.

Reading for Childrenis a simple yet powerful concept, designed in order to meet the needs of children and
families who otherwise may have little or no opportunity to engage inreading.

Obijectives of Reading for Children:

1. Provide opportunities for young children to be intfroduced to illustrated books, develop their language
abilities and have enjoyable early learning experiences

2. Increase parents' or caregivers' sense of having an important role to play and their confidence in their
ability to provide support for their children's development and learning

3. Sustain and further develop literacy skills in reading and writing among older siblings and adults in families
with limited literacy skills or opportunities

Key components of the Reading for Children programme are:

1. Mini-libraries - to provide access to simple, colourful illustrated storybooks to read to young children
through establishing libraries (which can sometimes operate out of a tin tfrunk or wooden box) and
enabling parents/siblings to borrow.

2. Workshops for parents and other family members - to build their skills and confidence in interacting with
their children, telling stories and making reading with their children an enjoyable experience.

In India, the Reading for Children Programme is implemented in Gujarat and Bihar by Aga Khan
Foundation, India and its partners - Aga Khan Rural Support Programme, India and Aga Khan Education
Services, India - with support from the Marshall Foundation.

This document aims to communicate the Reading for Children concept to a wider group of parents or
caregivers, NGOs, programme designers and implementers as a replicable model for building children's
interestinreading, raising their aptitudes and strengthening family bonds.
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Reading for Children provides communities
with access to simple, colourful illustrated
storybooks.
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Reading and telling stories at an early age strengthens the interaction between children,
parents and caregivers, and increases their confidence in their ability to support their

children's development.
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Building the capacities of parents and caregivers to read and tell stories to their children
is an important component of the programme.
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Parents and caregivers choose the type of books that are appropriate and interesting
for their children.
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Inclusion of fathers and other male
members of the family is important
for a child's development.
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Grandparents and other family members participate in the programme by reading
books, narrating folks tales and visiting the libraries with their grandchildren.
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eficial for everyone, not just those who can read. Individuals with
N narrate stories to their children or use the pictures in the books to
of the story.
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Reading and telling stories to children should begin at a very early age. Children can
look at books on their own so that they can enjoy the illustrations and get a feel for books.
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Home visits by volunteers or programme staff keep
motivation levels of beneficiaries high and provide
them with assistance in reading strategies and
choosing appropriate books when required.
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Book exhibitions are held to inform the community on the types of books available for
children and on the benefits of reading. Exhibitions bring the community together and
promote discussions to improve the quality of the programme.
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Reading books and telling stories in the classroom engages children and fosters
their development.
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|
. Pramila Devi, an ECD Mother Teacher from the Boariya Passwan tola in Bihar tells a story to
the childrenin her class using pictures from a book that was created by the Mother Teachers
ere tfrained to make resources using low-cost materials. She uses a lot of
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- >’ eprreSS| nd actions while telling the story to the children, which keeps them engaged
4 and invol . Pramila is passionate about working with small children and says that telling

'3‘.\, them 's’rq’r' S @T a very young age isimportant for them to do well in school. The children were
' ‘f >xcited Sine told them the story and when she paused to ask questions, many of them
~~""calledqu he answersinexcitement.
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The programme reinforces emerging literacy skills in primary school students.
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“I like to read stories because | learn a lof.

- When | grow up, | want to become a doctor
and it is important for me to know how to
read.”

— Nidhi Kumari, Naya tola in Muzaffarpur, Bihar
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