SPACE FOR FREEDOM

RHGEGRET
B

1]

T

[

THE SEARCH FOR

ARCHITECTURAL EXCELLENCE

IN MUSLIM SOCIETIES

)
i

. 3 El -

7 N gl a8 THR A

g 13

"‘.'..; ¢ :
; » i F !! !. ﬁ | oo 7 - "' ‘ﬁ Ty ..
s | - i ".- ﬁ.l X _: ".

A E‘ﬁl:":.’:" L‘:':%

Tt : T |
e P ;. e f:-:::r | i
BT . o e n s
2 ettty

: ‘I._'._.,_.é 3,
rees=aaa |11 11 (H HE

S e
.ﬁ e H EEEHE

i —
HH 1M IF- S . : HHE
1 . T "::— - :'_-_1:.'_“-_.- =1
- N o Ay e
M) | i EEi e e
e

ISMAIL SERAGELDIN

THE AGA KHAN AWARD FOR ARCHITECTURE

BUTTERWORTH ARCHITECTURE



SPACE FOR FREEDOM

THE SEARCH FOR
ARCHITECTURAL EXCELLENCE
IN MUSLIM SOCIETIES

BY ISMAIL SERAGELDIN

This book chronicles the first decade and the achievements of the
Aga Khan Award for Architecture (AKAA), with special reference
to the activities of the third cycle (1984-1986), and presents the
winning projects of the 1986 Award.

The title Space for Freedom was chosen to underline the
commitment of the Award, in all its activities, to create an
intellectual space where imagination can soar and the pursuit of
relevance and architectural excellence can proceed in myriad ways,
transcending a single architectural style or school of thought.

The Aga Khan *Award for Architecture was initiated in 1977
with the aim of recognising and rewarding outstanding architectural
projects and exceptional individuals.

The awards have become the most visible feature of the AKAA,
but behind this great endeavour is a dedicated “search”. In numerous
seminars, “think tanks" and papers, all faithfully recorded in its
publications, a Space for Freedom has been created.

Within this Space for Freedom, scholars, intellectuals, practicing
architects and critics have committed themselves to a far-ranging
quest for insight into the future built environment of Muslims.

It has been said that the role of architects in societies in rapid
transition — as most Muslim societies are — is pivotal, both in
defining society's sense of its own reality as well as its perceptions of
what constitutes its authentic cultural expression. The AKAA has
helped architects better address these responsibilities. But the Award
has had repercussions far beyond its original intention of guiding
the discourse on architecture in the Muslim world. The issues of
identity, regionalism and conservation of the built heritage which
the AKAA has brought into focus are issues of concern to practising
architects everywhere and to all those involved with development
throughout the third world.

Space for Freedom is the third in a series of books under the
general title “Building in the Islamic World Today”.

Cover: The Social Security Complex, Istanbul, Turkey.
Phatograph by Reha Giinay.

ISMAIL SERAGELDIN, the author/editor of the book, is an
architect and planner. He is Director of the Occidental and Central
Africa Department of the World Bank. As a member of the 1986
Aga Khan Award for Architecture Steering Committee and chair-
man of the 1983 Master Jury, he is well placed to relate the story of
the AKAA's endeavours in terms that underscore its significance
not just for architects in the Muslim world, but to all those concerned
with the thoughtful practice of architecture wherever they may be.
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“From the travails and labowrs of thousands, humble masons or
expensive experts, there have emerged those works made by us and
for us which we can present as a being, all together, as an
aggregate, as a group, the statement of our hopes and of our
expectations as much as of our achievements. This is indeed the
way m which Pakistan's beloved poet, Muhammad Igbal, put it in
two quotations that say what the Awards can mean.

Speaking of Islam in his vision for tomorrow, he wrote that it was
A world eternal, with renewing flames and renewing leaves,
fruit and principles.

With an immoveable mside and an outside of
Changing, continuous revolutions.
And then, in another poem he said:
The jowrney of love is a very long journey.
But sometimes with a sign you can cvoss that vast desert.
Search and search again without losing hope.
You may find sometime a treasure on your way.

Om behalf of the Master Jury and of the Award Committee, it is

to this search for our new environment that I wish to invite the

immense community of Muslim, and the whole world as well "

— His Highness the Aga Khan
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